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Text Structure 
The way the author organizes the text. 

Look for key words to help figure out the 
text structure. 



Sequence 
Events in a story happen in order. First, next, 
then, last, beginning, middle, or end are words 
that might be used to tell the events in order. 



Cause and Effect
This text structure shows how 
and why something happens. 

Ask yourself: What happen and why did it happen? 



Main idea and key details 
Main idea: What the story is mostly about. 

Key Details: Tell important information 
about the story. Give details about the main 
topic. 



Problem and Solution 
Steps a character takes to solve their 
problem. 

Problem: Something in the story that goes 
wrong. 

Solution: How the problem in the story gets 
fixed. 



Point of View 
The way in which the author allows 
you to “see” and “hear” the text. 



Description
Tells or shows what something is about. The 

purpose is to give information and/or 
describe a topic.   



Author’s Point of View 
The author’s thoughts, beliefs, and 
feelings about a subject or topic.  

The author’s word choices will show his 
feelings about a topic. 



Author’s Purpose 

Persuade: To convince the reader of a certain point of 
view.

Example: Commercial/ Advertisements

Entertain: To hold the attention of the reader through 
enjoyment. 

Example: Diary of a Wimpy Kid books. 

Inform: To teach or give information to the reader. 

Example: Textbooks/ Nonfiction books

Describe/ Express: Expression of personal feeling from 
writer. Giving a description of events or topics. 

Example: Journal/ Diary/ Letter to friend 



Theme
The theme of a story is the message, lesson, or moral 

the author wants you to learn. 

Ask yourself: 
• What did the character learn from his/ her 

experience? 
• How did the character grow or change? 
• Why did the character act this way? 
• What can you learn from this story? 

Theme is often implied.
(THINK AND INFER) 



Summarize/ Paraphrase
Retell the story in your own words. Restating 
the main idea and key information. Use key 
words from the text and your words. 



Inferences 
Uses the clues in the text to discover what is not 
directly stated.  To use what we’ve read and know 
to learn more than what the author tells us. 



Compare and Contrast 
Author uses this text structure to show 

how things are alike and different. 



Context Clues
When you use clue words in a story to 
figure out the meaning of a new word you 
are using context clues. 

Types of Context Clues 



Making Predictions
Make a guess based on clues from the text. 

Ask yourself:
I think that….

I predict that…
I think the main character will…
I’m using the cover to help me…

This heading helps me think…
From the title of the story, I think…

Based on the pictures, I think…



Word Parts 
Prefixes, Root Words, and Suffixes 

Prefixes: word parts attached to the beginning 
of the word or word part. 

Root Words: the basic or main part of the word.

Suffixes:  word parts attached to the end of the 
word or word part. 



Figurative Language 



Simile and Metaphor 



Idioms 



Firsthand and Secondhand 
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